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A bill to be 'entitled an act, to provide for the d isposition of 
the funds received from the T;nitcd State8: read fir!'!t time; and, 

On motion of ]\Ir. \Villialll:!on, rule su:spcnclcd, and bill read 
.l>econd time. 

l\Ir. Williamson moved to amend the bill by adding, •'and 
that this act take effoct from and after itti passage;" adopted. 

On motion of i\f r. William.son, th<' rule was further suspended, 
and the bill~ amended was read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide f"r loca.tiug the scat of 
Justice of the county of A!lStiu: read thirtl time. 

On motion of l\Ir. Cuny, th~ bill was amended, by a. vote of 
two-third;,1 of the Senate, by inserting the word.ct, "of land," 
after "tract," in first section; and bill as amended passed. 

On motion of Mr. William!lon, the bill to be entitled an act, 
to provide a.n appropriation for the payment of the mileage and 
per diem pay of the members of tl1e Lcgi lature of the State of 
'l'exas, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned until to-mor
.row morning, 10 o'clock. 

Friday, 10 o'cLOOK, A.lt. 

Decoml>er 31st, 184 7. 

'Senate met-roll called. 
'l'he following Senators answered t.o their names: 
Me...,sr~. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Bra.>;hcar, Burleson, Clark, 

Cuny, Dancy, C'ragc, Grim<.'i:i, Jewett, l\IcRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, l 1hillips, \V allace, ""\\7illiams, Williamson and Wootten 
--quorum pret<ent. 

'fhe Journal of the preceding day W33 read and adopted. 
Mr. Phillips presented .the petition of Stewart Perry, prayu1g 

for relief. which was read; and, 
On motion of l\lr. Phillips, was referred, together with the 

accomJ>i-uying documents, to the Committee on Claims and Ac
cow1ts. 

l\fr. Bache presented the petition of Tbos. F. McKinney, 
praying for relief, \\•hlch was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bache, referred to a select joint committee. 
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Messrs. Bache, Williams· and Phillips were appointed\ said' 
committee on the pa.rt of the Senate. 

l\[r. Burleson presented the petition of James P. Wallace, 
praying for relief, which was read; and, 

On motion of Mr .. Grimes, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affaiis. 

Mr. Abbott presented the petition of Eularian Dugat and 
l\farccllcn.t Dugat, which was referred to •the Committee on Ju
diciary, without reiding. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the CQmmittee on Engrossed Bills, 
ma.de the following Report: • 

Hon. Jou:s A. G.REER1 

President ef lite SC1C8le·: 

The Committee on EngrosEicd Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act, defining the duties of" coroners," approved, 
Mn.y 13th, 1846, which they find correctly Engrossed, and di
rected me to report accordingly. 

S. W. PERKIN Sr Chairman~ 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the-Committee on the Judiciary,. 
made the following Reports: 

Hon. Jon!' lt.. GREE~ 
P_residenl of tlu Senate : 

The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Benjamin Bryant, of l\filam county, praying that certain chil
dren therein named, born out of lawful wedlock, and believed 
and c·onftssed te be his own, be legitimatized, and be made heirs 
of his estate; and tlmt they be known an <·ulled by the sir name 
of Bryant, have con:;idercd the same, and have directed me to 
return tJ1e petition to the Senate '" itb th<' accompanying bill, 
granting and can);ng out petitioners request, the passage of 
wbich they .recommend. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 
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Committee Room1 l 
Dec. 30th, 1 ~7. 

Hon. John A. Greer, President of tl1e • .'Cll.a/1' : 

The Jucliciary Committee, to whom was referred the f>ethion 
of a citizen of San Augwtinc county, 1:1igning him ... e f R. F. 
Miller, and stating that, altbongb he has been raUcd by "'(•,·cral 
names, all of which he himself has m:ie<l, he has never hacl nuy 
name, have, after considering the premi1;c,.:, concluded lo ghc to 
the said indh'iduaJ the name of Robert Franklin Miller, he him
self appearing to be more partial to that name than any whi 11 

he has hitherto borne. 
Accompanying the bill as~igning a name to the :-aid indivich.

al, the committee report a bill.constituting him the heir of :-'11 i<1· 
man Miller, of San Augustine county, iu conformity with a r• · 
quest to this effect. 

EDWARD CLARK. Chairman. ' 
Which reports were read, and laid on t11c table. to come up 
with the orders of the day. 

l\Ir. Parker, chairman of a select committee, made the follow·
ing Report: 

Committrc Room, ) 
Dt>c. ah.1, 1 17. 

Hon. Jolln. A. Creer, President of tlie • e1wtc: . 

Your select committee, to whom was referred the nomin:ition or 
the Hon. Amos Clark, Ju<lgc of the Sixth Juclidal District, hmo 
instructed me to report ::iaid nomination back to tlw ~rnntr, 
with the arcompanying docmnentll, ancl rcconum•nd that id 
nomination be laid on the table until c:ill1•d up. 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman . . 
The report wn.«, on motion of l\fr. Gage, adoptt'd. • 
J\fr. Urime · introduced a bill to be entitled an nl·1. to pro\ldl' 

for the election of Electors for President ancl net• l're; iclcnt or 
the U nitcd State:;; read fir::it time. 

Mr. Wallace offorcd the following Resolution : 
·u R esofrcd, That the , ecretary of tate be rcqnc.q:cd to for-
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ni!'h the Senate, as early anclas far as practicable, with captions 
of all the a('fs p:L"scd, and of;.tll the joint re::iolutions (requirin11 
the signature of the Governor) mlopll'd by the first Lcgislatur~ 
of the State, the eurollcd copic;1 of which were, by law, required 
to be filed in his office." 

The yeas aml nays being called on its adoption, stood thus: 
Yca.-1--)lc::-~r" . Abbott, Buchc, Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, 

Dancy,Grime<1, Navarro, Parker, Plullips, Wallace, Williams and 
W oottcn-l:J .. 

Nay::i-l\fossr:;. Ilra3bcar, Gage, Jewett, Perkins and Wil-
liamson--.5. . 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to author
ize the Comptroller to tiell vacant lots in the city of Austin aud 
tract adjoining; read first time. 

The 8enate proceeded to the orders of the day : 
A bill to be entitled an aet, to nh1end the eleventh section of an 

act, entitled an art, defining the offic·c nnd duties of" coroners," 
appro\'C•d, May I:Jth, 18-lG; read third time and passed; 

A bill to be entitled un act, to authorize and require .the Com
missioner of the General Land Otlice, or other rccei\"er 
of Public dues in said office, to receive gold and silver at the 
rate of one dollar thereof for fh·e do1Jar8 in 'fexas promissory 
note:; for all government dues (except taxes) upon land and 
patents for laud; read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, rC'fcrrcd to the Committee on 
Finance; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to regulate the salary of District 
Attorney;;; read fir:;t time; 

Joint preamble and resolutions of the State of Texa8, rt'· 

sponsive to the "RC'solution>i rclati \'C to slavety and the Me.xi
c.-an war," pas.."C!d by the Senate and Hou;:;e of Rcpre.:-cntati\'e5 
of the State of Vermont, in the month of November, A. D. lti-16, 
and tmmimiucd to his Excellency, the Governor of thh State: 
read first time. 

Joint rm1olutions of the Legislature of the State of Texa•. 
rcspon.~ive to the resolution;; of Virginia, adoptc.'Cl in l\Iarch of 
the present year: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to vc:;t in the county of Austin, 
for county purpoi.ces, the property of the corporation of the town 
~C San Felipe: read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phil· 
hps, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill to be entitled an act the better to define the boundary 
of Grayson county ; read second time. . 

lVIr. Williams offered the following amendment: strike onl 
"thirty-one and a half miles," after the word "we$l," am\ in~crt 
"twenty-five miles to the eastern boundary of Denton comitv, 
thence north one and a half miles to north-eai;t comer of Dc1i· 
ton county; the11ce west six and a half miles." 

Adopted. The bill as amended was ordered to be cngro '" 
ed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the location of the 
county seat of Grayson county, with the report recommending 
a substitute, was read: the substitute adopted: bill read :-e
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Williams, ordered to be en· 
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for fixing the :sent of 
justice of tbc county of Dallas: read first time . 

.A.. bill to be cntitted an act to admit Franklin B. Sexton, 
Asa H. "\\Tillie and Josfah F. Cro,,;by to practise law in thl: 
courts of tl1is State: read second time. 

Mr. Dancy ofiered the following amendment! after ··Cro:-b,y' 
insert "and all other yow1g gcntlE:men under twenty-one 't «'<ir5 

of age." Rejected. • 
The yeas and nays being called on the engtossrocnt ot thr. 

bill, stood thus :-· 
Yeas- Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burlt• on, 

Cuny, Jewett, Nav:arro, Phillips, Wallace, \Yilliurruo11 1111<l 
W ootten-13. 

Nays-Messrs. Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Parker nnd l'r.rkins 
- 5. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrpssed. 
Joint rnsolµtion authorizing the Adjutant Gcncml to j,. u · 

a bounty land warrant to Elijah D. Holland: read fir:<t tinll'. 
Joint resolutioh authorizing the Commh;tiioncr of tlw ( -i(•tw

ral Land 0111ce to issue a pat.eut in the name of Adolplm 
Sterne, assignee of :Maria Josefa Sanches: read first time. 

The following communication from the 'Commis.,ioner oftlie 
General Land Office was rccei ,-ed and read : 



Ho~. JonN A. GREER., 
. Prcs-ident of the Senate: 

General Land Office, l 
December 31st, 1847. j 

Sir :-In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, requi
ring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to "furnish 
the Senate with a map of the several counties of the Stat<', 
i.;hewing 1their relative 'posit.ions, with a '·iew to the alteration 
and reorganization of thescvcr.il Judicial District:; of the Statt:,'. 
a. map here\Yith accompanying is presented. 

I have the honor to be, with grrat respect, 
Your very obd't scrv't, 

'£HOS. WM. WARD. 

The report cf the committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or dispo
sal of powder, lead or spirituous liquors to Indians : was read 
and adopted. Bill read second time and ordered to be en
grossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to.provide an appropriation for 
the payment . of the mileage and per diem pay of the members 
of the Legislature of the State of •rexas : read second time, and 
passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Williamson moved a 11nspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be reacl third time and pasi;ied : upon whic~ the yea.~ 
and nays were called and stood thus : 

Y eas-i'\'lessrt'I. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Cuny, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, PcrkiIJ8, Phillips, Williams, Wil
liamson and W oottcn-13. 
Nays-:M~sr~. Bmlcson, Dancy, C'..-agc, Grimes, Parker and 

\.\. allacc-6. 
Lost. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an 

act to incorporate ,the Brazos Canal Company: read second 
time, and 

On motion of .Mr. Perkins, referred to the committee on In
ternal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for marking in part the 
boundary line between the districts of Fannin and Nacogdo
ches: read second time, _and 
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• . On motion of l'fir. Gage, referred to · the eommitt,ee on Coun~ 

nes and County Boundaries. · . 
A bill to be entitled an act to preve\1t Justices of the Peace 

and Clerks of District, County and Probate Courts from is
suing executions for costs only, in civil actions: read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to- the- committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution;· -
"Resolved, That the communication and accompanying m~p 

received from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
be referred to a select committee, to be composed of not less 
than eight members, (one from each Judicial District,) )Vidr in
structions to enquire into the expediency. of reorganizing and 
increasing the number of the same.'' · 

Adopted. 
Messrs. Williams, Perki.nsf Dancy, Jewett, Phillips, Wallace,. 

Ga~e and Abbott were appointed said Committee,. 
Un motion of Mr. Parker, 
The Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, 1). M~ 

3 o'clock, P.l\L 

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
Mr. ~ancy, chairman of the committee on State Afiairs, made· 

the following report ~. · 

Committee Room, ~ ' 
31st December, 1847 . . ~· 

To the President oftlte Se;na.te, 
Hon. J. A. GnEER: 

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom· was· referred 
"an.act to provide for repairs necessary on public buildings in 
tbe·city of Austin," after considering the same. have instructed 
me to report a substitute therefor, (by way of amendment,) and 
recornmeRd its adoption. 

JON W. DANCY, Chaipnall'. 

On motion ofl\h .. Williarnson, the report was adopted .. 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was read t11ird time 
and passed. • 

Mr. Dancy futroduced a bill to be entitled "an act to reserve 
one of the public buildings in the city of Austin, for the Supreme 
Court." Read first time . 

. ~ .On mot.ion of Mr. Dancy, the rule•.was suspendooand the bill 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motio~ of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, 
and bill read third time fM1d ~ 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, l\1r. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen
ate that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate, to a bill to provide for the disposition of the funds re
ceived from the United States. 
A~message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 

presenting a communication in writing, which, 
On motion of Mr, Gage, was read, and 
On motion of Mr. Parker, was laid on the table until Mon

day next, to be acted on in Executive session. 
Mr. Brashear offered the following resolution: 
"Resolved, 'rhat the committee on Contingent Expenses be 

instructed to contract with the publishers of the Democrat, a 
paper published in the city of Austin, for eight hundred and 
forty cQpies of the Governor's Message, for the use of the Sen
ate.'" 

Ado pied • 
l\Ir. Cuny, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 

prevent retailers of :1pirituous or vinous liquors from furnishing 
or supplying slaves the~ewith, without the written consent of 
the master or owner of said slaves. Read first time. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made tbe following report : 

lion. JOHN A. GaEER, 
Presiclent of t/1e Senate : 

The committee Qn Engrossed. Bills have examined a ''bill·to 
be entitled an act to reserve one of the public buildings in the 
city of Austin for the use of the Supreme Court," and finding 
the same correctly engrossed, have directed me to report ac
cordlligly. 

S . W . PERKINS, Chairman. 
Committee Room, Dec. 31, 184 7. 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
'l'hc Senate adjourned until to morrow morning, 10 o'cloCk. 

Saturday, 10 o'clock. A. :.i. l 
January 1, l!:H8. } 

Senate met-roll called. The following Senntor · nn•\\·crcd 
to their u'am~ : 

Mcstirs. Abbott, Bourland, Bra'lhear, Bache! Bt11l~on, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, KcRae, Navarro, Parkl•r Per
kin~, Phillip:i, WaUace,.Williams and Wooton-quorum prt! • 
cnt. The Journal ofthe preceding day wa." read andudoptcd. 

The President of the Senate announced a communil':ltiou, 
markeJ '-Contest of Election, Bexar County/' which, 

On motion of l\fr. Jewett ,.,as reforrcd to the ('ommittrc on 
l'rivileges and Elections. • 

i\Ir. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrosqoo Bill , 
made the following report: 

lfon. J. A. GaEga, 
President qf tlie Senate : 

Committee Room, 
J anuo.ry 1 t 1 l"'. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have exo.mfacd the follow
ing bills and joint resolutions, viz.: 

An act to prohibit the sale or disposal of powder, lca<l or tipir
ituous liqour~ to Indians: A bill to be cntitleJ nn net to pro
vide for a pennanent location of the county srot of hrn) on 
county: A bill to be entitled an act the better to <lcfiuc tlie 
boundarielS of Grayson county : A bill to be C:ntitlt'd an 00\ to 
ndmit Franklin B. Sexton, Al'a H. Willie and Jo~iah F. Gmw
by to practiQC law in the conrts of th\8 State: Joint re .. olution 
i11:Jtructing the Senators and Represcntativei1 in Congr to 
procure the pa:i~e of an act establishing two di trict!< for llre 
l!uitcd StatC3 Court :-and finding the sameconectly engre>M· 
c<l, have directed me to report accordingly. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


